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     As the Christian world involves themselves in their Holy Week observances, the numbers are skewed in relationship to being the world’s largest religion. You have to add the Catholic 16.8 percent with the Protestant 14.65 percent to reach 31.5 percent, while the number of those unaffiliated with any religion is 16.3 percent. That changes the perception of the world’s top six religions to: Islam at 23.2 percent, Catholic at 16.8 percent, unaffiliated at 16.3 percent, Hindu at 15.0 percent, Protestant at 14.65 percent and Buddhist with 7.1 percent of the world population. With that said, Jews trail considerably and represent 0.2 percent, according to the Pew Research Center.
     The equation becomes even murkier in regards to Muslims of which 75 to 90 percent are Sunni and 10 to 20 percent are Shiite. Those numbers defy the rules of Standard Deviation until explained by former Vice Chairman of the CIA National Intelligence Council Graham E. Fuller in his recent book entitled Breaking Faith. According to Fuller, “Yemen like Afghanistan has a long reputation as a quagmire for foreign invaders. The Houthi rebels are Zayoi Shiites, who believe in five Imams as the successors to the Prophet Mohammed, as opposed to Iranian Shites who believe in 12 Imams.” 

     Although Shiites and Sunnis have coexisted for centuries in Yemen, the Unites States has supported three dictators and moved the country closer to civil war with Houthi rebels assisted by Iran, and Saudi fighting to remain overlord of the Arabian Peninsula. And so Fuller who was also CIA Station Chief in Kabul writes, “The enemy of your enemy is also your enemy.”
     On another point, Harvard Kennedy School of Government Fellow Bassem Yousser, considered the “Jon Stewart of the Arab World,” recently commented, “Throughout time, there have always been crazy groups claiming they have some sort of divine or nationalistic right to kill other people. These groups have a few things in common-psychotic tendencies, bad taste in fashion, and a horrible sense of humor. The KKK is a perfect example. ISIS is the mirror that reflects our dark side.”
     And so as the entire Middle East region reels with violence, the new world order is more about seizing power and exploiting petroleum and natural gas reserves, than religious persecution. With past and recent developments over centuries, all the aforementioned religions have been affected on both sides of the carnage. Quite unfortunately, it has been civilians who become the pawns in a vicious cycle, and are forced to switch allegiance in order to survive.
     On Easter Sunday in 2015, we should be cognizant of America’s role in supporting autocrats and dictators, and acknowledge that everyone deserves religious tolerance.     
