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                                            World Brutality   

     Laughter can reduce stress, relieve pain and resolve conflict, but it can also be a powerful catharsis to create a psychological distance from overwhelming complexities. I was therefore relieved over the Presidents Day holiday weekend that far more Americans viewed the 40th Anniversary broadcast of Saturday Night Live (SNL), which completely overshadowed the premier of Fifty Shades of Grey. That’s because I would rather be judged for lampooning those who set the stage for turmoil, instead of being dismissed as a nation of kinky sadism.
     And so, NBC received its strongest ratings since 2004 as 23.1 million Americans laughed their way through three hours of comedy. Hopefully, the segue of nonstop laughter provides a short period of rest away from unpleasant realities and strengthens us to confront world brutality. That’s a huge task but everyone needs to address current events with some sort of evaluation toward a solution.
     It all boils down to imperialism and exploitation with the United States, Russia, Great Brittan, France and Italy now paying the price for past mistakes. The partitioning of the Ottoman Empire after World War I and the Sykes-Picot Agreement created the modern day countries of Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan Palestine and Israel, while Yemen achieved independence. During World War II, Mussolini exploited Libya and created unrest in the Arabian Peninsula. Pick any country you wish and it has been in the news over the past month. Pick any religion and they are represented in the turmoil.
     To the victors went the spoils and to the vanquished resentment fomented into al Qaeda and the Islamic State. National boundaries that were arbitrarily drawn had zero relationship to ethnic origins or religions, and everybody knew that, but the imperialists thought they were strong enough to keep everyone under their thumbs. In recent times, many of the partition states have become the vortex for invasions, civil wars, torture and executions.

     By far, the most serious consequence of the Arab Spring revolutions has been the conflict between Egypt and Libya. After Libyan dictator Moammar Gaddafi was overthrown, the country foundered without a rudder. It was a missed opportunity for Western Powers, who didn’t flinch over buying oil from Gaddafi, but did nothing to protect thousands of Egyptian guest workers.

     The world is now confronted with the horrific news that as a result of human trafficking from Libya to Italy, thousands have died attempting the perilous voyage across the Mediterranean Sea. In one year, 150,000 refugees were rescued by Italian naval ships at a cost of $10 million a month.
     In the Middle East and North Africa, civilian causalities have become mind-boggling. Reconciliation and religious tolerance are the only solutions.   

