Have You Ever?  John Cromshow M-P July 30, 2015
“Political Bridge with Donald and Bernie, Perot and Nader”
With The Donald’s rise in the polls, Jeb’s counterattacks, Congressional investigations into Hillary’s emails and Bernie’s House Parties, the political season is upon us. The Republican debates have been scheduled, and the Democrats are sure to follow. Wouldn’t it be interesting if we could look at presidential candidates in a different forum? Bridge, for instance. Like politics, it’s a game of skill, strategy and teamwork. The classic them vs. us skirmish. Sometimes, rivalries can be enjoyable. My parents would open up their mahogany bridge table, with four matching folding chairs, ready for an evening of friendly competition and fun.
What political bridge foursome would be fun to watch? All four players would have to be outspoken and independent thinkers. Remember, politics makes strange bridge partners. On the tied-to-party team are Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders. They both agree on at least one topic, namely, trade policy. In the era of NAFTA, CAFTA and the TPP, The Donald and Bernie are concerned. They see loss of jobs directly related to shipping American jobs overseas. At present they are working within the Republican and Democrat parties. Bernie has pledged not to run as a third-party candidate. The Donald has hinted that he might do so. Worried about spoilers? Their opponents, on the third-party team are Ross Perot and Ralph Nader. True independents, their run(s) for the presidency are legendary. Both have been accused of throwing the election to a candidate who did not deserve to win. Perot’s participation in the (Papa) Bush - (Bill) Clinton contest drained off enough voters to throw the election to Clinton. In the (Junior) Bush - (Al) Gore contest, Nader got enough votes in Florida to give the election to Bush.  
In the days of Perot, independent candidates could participate in the debates. The League of Women Voters opened the door to all. The Republicans and Democrats were determined to close that door. Nader was not allowed into the debates, and not even permitted to enter the room. For several decades the two major parties have shut out third-party candidates. And don’t count on the media to engage us in any real discussion of the issues. They’ll focus on personalities so we’ll forget what the election is about. That's another story.

Have you ever envisioned political bridge with Donald and Perot, Bernie and Nader? Please e-mail me jcromshowyahoo.com.
