Have You Ever? By John Cromshow M-P 03/26/2015

"Do the Math"

Hardly a week goes by, it seems, that math doesn’t pop up. For instance, on Tuesday I went to Staples to buy a flash drive. It had closed. There was a Radio Shack in the same shopping complex, so I decided to go there. I’ve been there from time to time, but I don’t like their insistence that you provide complete contact information. When I asked why they wanted the information, a clerk told me, “It’s company policy.” Probably a matter of marketing. I hear that Radio Shack is in trouble. I hope Staples isn’t in trouble because I like shopping there.
At any rate, there I was at Radio Shack making what I thought was a straightforward purchase. The clerk showed me three flash drives. Each was 16 gigs and cost $7.99. He explained the difference in terms of speed of the PC I was going to use. He concluded, “They’ll all work.” I chose the Toshiba because I liked the way it could attach to a key chain. I lost a flash drive recently and I still have memorial services for it when I remember something I had saved there. 

The total with tax was $8.71. I gave the clerk a $20 bill, three quarters and a penny. He gave me a $10 bill, a dollar and a nickel. “You owe me a dollar.” He seemed embarrassed.  At that point he pushed a few buttons on the cash register. It rebelled spewing forth paper. “Oh no, why does this always happen?” It was quite a while before he could get the cash register to cooperate. Finally, he looked at the change and took the dollar back, put it in the cash register, leaving the drawer open. “Wait a minute,” I said. He took out a calculator, punched in a few numbers and said, “I’m not very good at math.” I then told him, “I gave you twenty dollars and seventy-six cents. Minus eight dollars and seventy-one cents means you own me twelve dollars and one nickel.” He seemed relieved, put the calculator away and handed me my change.
Seems candidates are lining up to run for president in 2016. Each appears to have a version of what President George Herbert Walker Bush called “Voodoo economics.” That’s another story.
Have you ever listened to politicians talk about economic issues and felt compelled to do the math? Please email jcromshow@yahoo.com

