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                                                 Destroyed Artworks   By Michael Palecki
     In the destruction of Assyrian sculptures dating back to the 13th century B.C, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has once again been mostly successful in shocking the world. Not only did militants destroy three-dimensional stone sculptures with sledgehammers, but bulldozers also crashed through walls pulverizing relief sculptures. In a final defiance of the cultural heritage site, the ancient Iraqi/Assyrian city of Nimrud, first discovered and excavated by British anthropologist Austen Henry Layard in 1845, was obliterated by explosives.
     At one time, the Assyrian Empire centered in Nimrud of Mesopotamia between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, stretched from the Mediterranean Sea to Iran and from Turkey to Kuwait. Considered to be “The Cradle of Civilization” since the Bronze Age, Assyrian palaces were constructed of brick with massive stone gateways embellished with sculptures of snarling lions and guardian demons.

     Historically, Assyrian art far surpassed the story telling techniques of Egyptian and Sumerian art. Relief sculptures illustrated the conquests of royal armies and lion hunts with a unique sense of weight and volume. While alabaster relief sculptures depicting Assyrian deities and kings were distinctive, the unique hallmarks of Nimrud were colossal winged figures of bulls and lions with human heads protecting the entrances to the palace and temple. 

     During imperialism in Iraq, many smaller sculptures were moved to the British Museum in London. However, the larger pieces weighing up to 30 tons each remained in Nimrud when ISIS captured Mosul last June, just 18 miles away. Since then, ISIS has looted the archeological site and it is believed that many artworks were sold on the black market to fund military operations.
     And then, last Saturday, ISIS released a video documenting the destruction of Assyrian artworks. In the video, one militant proclaimed, “God has honored us in the Islamic State to remove all of these idols and statues worshipped instead of Allah in the past days.” Following that, another militant stated, “Whenever we seize a piece of land, we will remove signs of idolatry and spread monotheism.”
     With nothing more to be said, BBC reported that 50-gallon barrels filled with explosives and strategically placed, were ignited-completely destroying the ancient city of Nimrud. 
     As with the dynamiting of the Afghan Buddas of Bamiyan in 2001 by the Taliban, the destruction of Nimrud by ISIS is a deliberate act to erase cultural history and religious symbols that were not Islamic. Aside from the fact the monumental sculptures portrayed a different time in world and religious history, there was no basis to imagine that modern day residents were actually worshiping the images. If ISIS has something more viable for the imagery of Allah-create that.  
