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“From Desert Cities to Appomattox”

A playwright's work is not done if the play remains on the printed page. To make a play live requires a skillful juggling of stagecraft, acting and directing. When it works, a play has a way of transporting people to a different time and place. The audience becomes so absorbed in the lives of the people in front of them it is as if they were flies on the wall. That's what happened to me when I recently went to small theater productions in communities nearly 100 miles apart.

First stop Burbank. The Colony Theatre has bragging rights as a “World Class Professional Theatre in the Heart of Burbank.” 

In 2010 The Road to Appomattox by Catherine Bush won the Barter Theatre's Appalachian Festival of Plays and Playwrights.  It was first produced 1n 2011 at the Barter Theatre in Abington, Virginia. The Road to Appomattox is still on stage at the Colony Theatre through March 15. For more information see www.colonytheatre.org.  

All aboard for Rialto. I saw Other Desert Cities last week with a friend who lives in Eastvale. We had talked for years about seeing a The Rialto Community Players production and we finally made it. It was well worthwhile. Set in the Low Desert, the play takes its name from the highway sign for those heading toward Palm Springs. A turbulent family Christmas gathering is the backdrop for the story which unfolds. The family is well connected with Hollywood, Ronald and Nancy Reagan, and Republican Party politics.   

The Rialto Community Players boast of having “The Biggest (Little) Theatre in the Inland Empire!” rialtocommunityplayers.com. Other Desert Cities by Jon Robin Baitz had its world premiere off-Broadway in 2011 and moved to Broadway later that year. It was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. Other Desert Cities ended its run with the Rialto Community Players on March 1. 

Have you ever taken a live theater journey from Desert Cities to Appomatox? Please e-mail me jcromshow@yahoo.com.
